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CBS FACE THE NATION
4 September 1983

HERMAN: Mr. Burt, you are assistant secretary for European affairs, which.includes
the Soviet Union. What kind of a reasoned, restrained, and yet forceful response to
the shooting down of the Korean airliner can we do which may impress the Russians and
will have the support of our allies in Europe? BURT: Mr. Herman, let me say, first
of 211, that the president, as you know, met with the National Security Council on
Friday night. We are now consulting very closely with our NATO allies, our friends
and sllies in Asia. Right now the president is meeting with the congressional
leacership. He has been given 2 set of recommendations. He is studying those
recommencziions. We think we have 2 policy firmly in place that is designed to curb
Soviet aggression. We are looking at further steps, and the president will be
announcing them in the near future. I don't want to go into specifics now because
this is not simply a U.S.-Soviet problem. Any measures that the president announces
will be designed to win broad based international support, because this is not the
Unitecd States versus the Soviet Union. It is the Soviet Union versus the world.

From CBS News, Washington, a spontaneous and unrehearsed news interview on Face the
Nation with the Assistant Secretary of State for European Affairs Richard Burt.
Secretary Burt will be interviewed by CBS News diplomatic correspondent Bob Schieffer,
by the New York Times diplomatic correspondent Bernard Gwertzman, and by the
moderator, CBS News correspondent George Herman. Our previously announced guest
Secretary of Labor Raymond Donovan will not appear on this brosdecast. This change of
guests was made by CBS News after the shooting down of the Korean airlines jetliner.
Face the Nation is produced by CBS News, which is solely responsible fo
of todzy's guest and panel.

HERMAN: Secretary Burt, as you pointed out in your first answer, this is not a
bilateral problem between the United States and the.Soviet Union. The plane was
Korean. Tbere were people of all nationalities on board. Who should take the
leadership in this? Should this be an American leadership leading the free world in
its protest against this killing of so many innocent civilians? BURT: Well, on this
issue ] think there's & lot of room for leadership by a number of nations. The
Roreans, of course, were particularly affected by this action, and they will have a
lol te say and do on this issue. The Japanese are very concerned, and they are taking
s leac, for example, with us and the Koreasnes in the emergency U.N. Security Council
debale. which is now under way. There is an important American element. 4 number of
Americans were killed, including the U.S. congressman. The aircraft took off from New
York, and it was an American aircraft. But the fact is... HERMAN: American-made.
BURT: American-made aircraft. But the fact is this really is an international
problem. Because what the Soviets have done is violated an international law, and
they have undercut, I think, the international norms of civility and safety. And so
the, it's important that no one country takes the lead, but the international
community as a whole speaks out in unison.

GWERTZMAN: Mr. Burt, there's a lot of questions s to what actually happened. Some
people can't believe the Korean airliner could have gone so far off course for s©0
long. Do you have any information at 2ll on what happened? And secondly, 15 there
any reason at all to believe the Soviet charge or suggestion that the Korean plane had
some kind of espionage intent, either for the United States or for Korea? BURT:

Well, on your first question, we haven't answered all of the qQuestions ourselves. We

CONTINUED
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don't have a great deal of information on precisely why the Korean airliner s.ﬁrayed

off course. Butl we do believe that the pilot of that ajreraft thought he was on
course when he entered Soviet air space. On your second question, 1 think the answer
is & flat no. There is simply nothing that leads us to believe that the Soviets could
have concluded that that was & spy aircraft. 1In fact, the Soviet statements over the
last few cays have suggested that that aireraft was running without lights. That is
flatly wrong. We have information which tells us that the pilot of the Soviet
interceptor saw navigation lights onboard that aircraft, including a flashing strobe
light. So we're convinced that that sircraft was 2 commercizl airline and there was a

very gooc chance that the Soviet Union fully understood that when they shot at it anc
destroyed :it. i

SCHIEFFER: Do they, does the government knmow at this point what level of the Soviet
chain of command the order was given to fire on this plane? BURI: We don't know
exactly whatl level the order was given, but we do know that the Soviet Union has a
very centralized command and control structure, that local

 cEhLtlal | Fuc ~ commanders very rarely take
the initistive on such an important ‘decision as shooting down an aircraft.

SCEIEFFER: Well, at this point does it look like the order came from, say, higher
than s regional commander? BURT: We're just not able to say precisely.

SCHEIFFER: May I ask just one other technical question? When this £ir
the Pentagon put out reports or told some of the families....
BeDorald's family was told thst the plane had landed safely.
BURT: 1 just don't know.
Union

st happened,

I think Congressman
' On what was that based?
1 think the assumption might have been that the Soviet
would have carried out what its normal procedures in Past circumstances have
beer,, znc thal is to force the aircraft to the ground. I think mno one tould believe
for & second that that aircraft would have been shot Gown. HERMAN: This is the first
time that I have heard anybody say that we know or have evidence that the Soviet pilot
saw strobe lights. Do we have anything on these mysterious stories that the pilot of
the Korean airline plane flight 7 sent some confused signals that indicated that he

hac- been signilec or circled by the Soviet pilot and knew something was afoot? BURT:
We have nc evidence that he knew something was afoot.

HERMAN: Be cid not report seeing Soviet pilots, to the best of our knowledge? BURT:
I'm not aware of any such reports. ‘

GWIRTZIMAN: In the transmission from the Soviet pilot, did he suggest to the ground
controller that he thought he was tracking s spy plane? Dic he sy it was a

commercizl zirliner, or what kind of identification... BURT: He referred only to a
tacgel, anc he wis being vectored by the Soviet ground controllers to this target. He

was clearly on & military mission, and al]l he is interested in was destroying that

target.

EERMAN:  You know, & lot of these questions would be ended if we could all see, and

published, the text of the communications between the pilots as they were apparently

monitored by the Japanese. Is that coming? Will we ever see those texts? BURT: We

and the Jzpanese have zlresdy released an unusual amount of informaztion, and I think

we will continue to release informztion when we think it's sppropriate.

EELRM:N: Texts? BURT:

When we think it's approprazite, we will releszse more
information.

LLNIINUED e
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SCHIEFFZR: There have been several stories in the last couple of days quoting

intell:gence officisls, some saying that the, that the Soviets mav ind

that they, they were on the track of s spy plane. But I take it ;O’:a::yl:::;d‘::ought
st.:robe lights. What's your view on that? Do you think that this is 3 case of
m;st';ken identitiy? BURT: Not at all. I think it's preposterous to think that the
Sc?\'xf?ts cc.:nc%uded tha't was a spy plane. We carry out normzl military reconnaisance
missions in internstional air space in that sres and other areas, ju.'st as do the
Soviets in other countries. These operations are sometimes connected with what we
call nalionzl technical means of verification. The United States and Soviet Union
have a;.reec‘ on procedures for monitoring arms control agreements. Byt the point is
that, :s that we do not violate Soviet zir space in such operations. And J'll remind
you that we know the Soviets tracked this aircraft for two~and-a=half hours as it went
in and'out of Soviet air space, anc before destroying the aircraft, the Soviet pilot
establishecd visual contact with the aireraft. So it Just doesn't wash that this was
or could have been seen by the Soviets as a spy plane or s military aireraft.

SEIEFFER: Did, dic¢ the Soviet aircraft show up on the, on the Japanese monitors?
Were th;y sware that the plane was being tracked by-these planes? And if s0 uhy.: was
no warning given either to the plane, or why did the plane not seem to know Ehey were
the:"e? BURT: I don't know if the Soviet aircraft showed up on Japanese or any other
monftor immedistely. 1 know that following the incident, people looking at the
available information recognized from different sources thast Soviet aircraft were in

the air. But 1 don't think we had sny immediate indication that that airecraft was
under attack.,

GWERTZMAN: Xr. Burt, could you project # bit? What does this do to Soviet—American
relztions? Is it stil) possible to do business with them? Can we get arms control
agreet?ents? Wnat about cultural exchange talks? BURT: Well, I think it's clear that
an episode l‘ike this has to cast s shadow,over the relationship, but it does not mean
that our.approach, our fundamentsl 'approsch, policy to the Soviet Umion will change i
We @ave ;:?'pla:e & very firm, a very tough, and s very realistic policy towards the. ?
Sov:'et Un:gn. It's not as though the Reagan administration's policy towards the l
Soviets prier to this incident was business as usuzl. It's just the opposite. We '
have 3 policy built on mzintaining the military balance, on increasing our strength; s
policy tasec on rezlism, z recognition that the Soviet Union uses force .
dlso 2 willingness to negotizte. So we will continve to negotizle arms
agreemenls. because we think they can strengthen our internztional, our
security I they can be verified anc if they provice for, at & minimum,

worlowide, and
control
national
equality.

HERMAN: Mr. Burt, you're the expert, or at least the expert we have here on the

Soviet Union. Do they know they've been hurt? BURT: Well, we have no evidence that
they know they've been hurt, but their statements are very interesting in that, on the :
one hand, they continue to evade responsibility for this sction, but on the otl,aer, :

implicit in their statements is the recognition that they indeed shot the airecraft
down, )

HERMAN: 3But they, they know what's going on in foreign capitals; they're getting all
these telegrams; their ambassadors are being czlled in. Wouldn't you think they have
some appreciation of what damage, propoganca damage, or whatever you want to call it
has beer cone to their imsge in the world? BURT: 1 would hope tkat they would. Bu£
on the other hand, one of the very disturbing quslities of the Soviet leader

. ship 1is
that they seem unconcerned about world politicking. P

CONTINUER
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HERMAN: 1f they wanted to reverse the damage that has been done, what :is :hé least
they could do? What action could they take? What first step would they tazke that
might counter some of the damage that's been done to them? BURT: Well, I think there
are several things they can do. First of all, they could come clean, and give us the
facts, and explain precisely what happened, and if people are to blame, those people
sheculd be punished. Secondly, they owe the world an apology. Thirdly, people have
been killed, and 1 think claims, reparations that I think must be paid to the
suiferers, family and others. And finally, we hsve, we have vet to establish the

crash site. We have not recovered the aircraft, more importantly the bodies, and they
coulc help us in this instance.

HERMAN: Were there bodies recovered? BURT: No.

We have no evidence to suggest that
the Soviels have recovered any bodies. :

SCEIEFFER: Secretary of State Schultz is going to Madrid next week and he's going to
be meeting with Nr. Gromyko, anc the State Department was putting out the story

yesterday that he will demand some straight answers from Mr. Gromyko. BURT: That's
right.

SCHIEFFER: HWhat if he doesn't get the straight answers? BURT: Well, first of all,

we think thst we must talk to the Soviet Union st s very level so that Mr. Gromyko and
his colleagues, the Soviet Politburo understand how important am issue this is. If we
de not get straight answers, then we will continue to consult w=ith our allies and take
appropriate actions to demonstrate to the Soviet Union how serious an episode this is.

SCEIEFFER: Well, what is this meeting going to be about?
reise Lhat question first, I would assume, and then what happens zfter that? BURT:
Well, ] don't want to go into detail about the meeting.
and to be effective ] don't think it's appropriste to ts
think it's clear that the secretary of stste has some th
enc cther concerns we have about the Soviet Union.

It's 2 confidential meeting,
lk sbomt it in public. But I
ings om his mind, this issue

HERMAN: You know, & moment ago you were talking about evidence that the Soviet pilot
savw inhe navigation lights anc the flashing strobe light. That shows it was, should
have shown any pilot that it was z civilian plane, & jetliner. Why do you suppose,
whet is your thecry, or the State Department's theory? What happened? Why did the
Russ:iane shoil, shoot it down? Is that = pelicy decision? lg 3% something thst was
neppenec. thet hzppenec by mistake, by miscalculation, 2s so oSten happens in these
ceses? Wnhzt do yvou think happened? BURT: Well, the Soviets don't seem very
concerned about the fzct thal under international law under no circums
countiry have the right to shoot down an unarmed civilian sirliner over its own skies,
because this was not the first time we've had an episode like this. In 1978 we had 2
near miss. Two people were killed when 3 Korean airiiner was shot at,
survived. So the Soviets have this insatiable security need, this TeQuirement,
rezlly, to ignore international public opinion, to, and feel Free to use military
force the way they see fit... HERMAN: That seems to imply you think it was s

celiberate act of policy. BURT: Well, bearing in mind that the the Soviet Union has
- hard to escape that

lances does any

& very centrzlized system of making military decisions, it is very
notien.

GWEIRTZMAN: At the same time the secretary will be meeting with Mr. Gromyko, Mr. Nitze
will be resuming the arms control talks on medium-range missiles in Geneva. 1s there
any likelihood a2t 211 of any progress in these talks before the N4TO countries go
aheac with the deployment of the new missiles in December, and does Mr. Nitze h

CONTINUED
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new inst?uctions to pass on to the Soviets? BURT: Well, we hope that pProgress will
be made in those regotiations. Nobody wants to deploy an additional 572 nuclear
weapons in Europe. But the Soviet Union, beginning in the nid-1970s, launched an
unprovokec nuclear buildup aimed at our allies. And we have told the Soviet Union
that unless we have an agreement by the end of the vear we will begin deploying
comperable systems. We haven't ruled out the possibility for an agreement by the end
of the vear. One reason we think that, we hope that progress will be made is that
very clesr message to the Soviets that without an agreement, we will start deployment.
As the president and Ambassader Nitze made very clear vestercay, Mr. Nitze will go
back, open, flexible, ready to listen to Soviet proposals, and ready for our part to 5
negotiale 2n 2greement provicing for equal levels of wzrheads for both sides.

GWERTZMAN: Can he go beyond the previous stated position that we would negotiate

equzl positions? In other words, there's been some speculation about the Americans
now being willing to perhaps cut the number of Pershing-Ils that would be emplaced in
Germany. BURT: Well, what we are doing is reviewing our current position. We have a
position in place. We think it's 2 fair position. We think it's one that the Soviet

Union can accept. Bul Ambassador Nitze does have the power to explore alternmatives
that the Sovieis might suggest.

HERMAN: Can you charsctecize the situstion as progress being made, slow but

; R ; steady?
Will this incident slow it, perhaps? BURT: Well, we hope it doesn't. A4s I said
before, it's cast a shadow over the relationship. But we think arms control is

important. The Soviet Union has said that it is s peace loving tountry and has waged
a peace offensive in Europe, and we think that the recent episode stands in fairly
stark contrast with Soviet claims. We think that the United States and the slliance
as & whele, in facl, are pesce loving countries, and our zrms control positions in :
Geneva sre designed to reflect this. ,

BERMAN: You know, 2 moment ago 1 asked you a guestion about do the Russians know
they've been hurt. That was & premise thit you may not agree with. Eave the Russians
been hurt in the European countries that come within your field? BURT: I think the
Russians have been hurt, and 1 think we focus sometimes too much on what our response
shoulc be, what our reaction should be. The important thing is that they have

isolatec themselves in the internationzl system. This is 2 setback for the Soviet
Urion.

-

HERMaN: Just one other thing, Mr. Secretazry, before 1 yield to nwy colleagues.
White Heuse correspondents tell us the president is going to address the nation
tomorrow night. What kind of action, what kincd of speech do you imagine this will be?
BURT: 1 think it will be 2 strong, firm speech. He will want to talk sbout what steps
we 3re prepared to take together with out allies. But more importantly, 1 think he
will want to describe our overasll approach to the Soviet Unien. :

Our

. ———— o

SCHIEFFER: What really are his options now? We're going ahead with the talks in -
Geneva; Mr. Shultz is going ahead with his meeting with Mr. Gromyko; there's every :
indication that the grain zgreement is not going to be cancelled; obviously we're not
going ic declare war on the Soviet Union; we're not going to break diplomatic

relations. What really is there left for the United States and the Western sllies to
do besides condemn this act? BURT: Well, I don't want to preempt the president, but
there zre measures that we can take in our bilatersl relationship, bearing, bearing in
minc already that because of Afghanistan and Poland we have slready responded to '
Soviet aggression. But more importantly, there are internztionl measures. And I

CONTINUED @
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think larry Speakes said recently that the arez of international civil aviatiat;on is

one possible arez vhere the internationsl community could demonstrate its outrage.

SCEIZFFER: This would be something like boycotting Soviet airliners, not iilowing
them to land in Western... BURT: I don't, I don't want to get into details. The
impertant thing is that this response be widespread, that we consult closely with our

sllies and others so that the internations] communitly takes action, not simply the
ec States.

P
e
‘Tl

SCEIZFFER: We heve obviously taken the line this far, the government, that it ig best
te keep tzlking to the Soviets, even though we condemn this action. But how far does
that go? Shoulcd the presicent, should we be interested in having & summit conference
next year with Mr. Andropov? There has been some suggestion that that would be a good
ides when 3ll this happenmed. BURT: We can't, we can't answer the question of the
summit in abstract. The president's position on thie has stayed the same.
preparec to have such a meeting if it's carefully prepared and the work has
snd more importantly we have the opportunity to achieve real results in such

He are
been done,
& summit.
SHCIEFFER: We're still prepared to do thst if the meeting is properly... BURT: 1If
it can accomplish something.
GWERTZMAN: Eave vou had much indication from the sllies that in fact they are
interested or want concerted action on the internstional avistion front? BURT:
Wrnat's clear is that internstional public opinion is very similar to the American
public's reaction. People,'people'are outraged at this, and we've only begun
consultations with other governments. But we certainly hope and expect those
governmenis will be preparecd to join us in any actions that we woulc plan to take.

EERMAN: You mentioned the outrage around the world. Is there a Possible danger....
This msy seem z trifle overblown, but is there 2 possible danger that the actions that
this administraiion anc its allies may seem to find that they can finally take will
not 'be up to the heat and the nature of the rheotric that we've deen hearing, the
secretary of stzte calling this an appalling crime, the president using similar
languege. 1f, ziter 2ll, that it's just & ouestion of stopping to refuse seroflot
flights, or something of that sort, that doesn': ouite mztich the oulrage that you
ment:ionec vourself z moment ago. BURT: Again, ] don't want to Prejudge what the
cresicent will s

Deinmil. agsin, s
Ser the Sceviet st
position, their ¢
ncpes for the int

V., whal sctiems we will cdiscuse with our friencde. The imporiant
what the Soviels hzve done anc whzt the Soviet zction itsels means
encing in ithe internztionzl community. They have set back their
2use considerably. Beczuse while they use werds to express their
ernztionz]l community, their deeds stand in very stark contrast.

EZRMAN: How does that setback trenslate into policy or action,

or change of votes in
one oI the Zuropean countries? What's likely to happen? Every

body seems to agree that

- !

it's & setback, but I don't uncerstand in rezl terms what kind of & setback? BURT:
Well, I think we'll have to see in the weeks anc months aheac. But 1 think it's very
cifficult to believe that the Soviet Union i going 1o be very credible in the
Ciszrmzment zrez znd other zreas in tzlking zbout pezce when it's so very clear that
:ls primary instrument ie military power.

GRIRTZMsN: 1f I coul€ 2sk 2 guestion zbout another countrv. i

Y. nave any of the results
¢ the post-July events in Poland led the acministrztion to thinmk it'd be worthwhile
¢ think zbout relzxing some of the sanctions? BURT: Well, we are monitoring the

: p

yor the, the Pelish government has set, that they are going to release the vast

CONTINUER

Approved For Release 2008/06/27 : CIA-RDP88-01070R000200860002-2




ApproVéd For Release 2008/06/27 : CIA-RDP88-01070R000200860002-2

A

. _ d to
that situation to see if in faet they
We haven't reached a conclusion yet.

- -l z . . . - . ' .

ma)¢r:iy ol poiatical prisoners. And we have ssic that we would be prepare
respenc Lo thai. We're now monitoring, agzir.
nave released the vast majority of them.

1 -

HEIRMAN:  Is there any carryover? I mean, would it look awkward to release sanctions

2gz:nsl the Polish government in the light of the Korean airplane? BURT: Well, our

5§?=tl?ﬁ5 zgainst Poland sre really basec on the Polish situst;on. Our fundame;tal

cS)ecl:ve there is to restore the situstion that existed before the imposition of

meriisl law., HERMAN: Is there any wsv that thie Kores s incid

initec States i 5 . n Plane incident can help the
13 b

e sav, in getling ils missiles intc Zurope despite the obiect:

X . - L Jections of
pone 3D furopean countries? BURT: Well, we would hope that this wosld have :he
sobering impact on people's attitudes about the United States and the Soviet Union
:her$ is ar easy tendancy for people to compare the two superpovers, to say tat )

they're both military mighty countries that are trying to supress others. 1 think

this episode makes very clear that there is 2 big anc important diff
United States and the Soviet Union. P srence belueen the

gERﬁAN: Well, it may to us, but do you see signs yet that it is making any differen
in some o the opposition parties in the European countries, in Wes! Germanv? ;URT-ce
The press.reviews we've seen have been very strong. I think that both leit;;in an;
conservalive parties in Europe are outraged by this action. It's very hard to f?nd
anyone who can justify what the Soviet Union has done.’ ‘

HERMAN: Thank you very much, Secrets

Nation. - ry Burt, for being our guest today on Face the

Approved For Release 2008/06/27 : CIA-RDP88-01070R000200860002-2

e m——— - ——r—— o




Approvéd For Release 2008/06/27 : CIA-RDP88-01070R000200860002-2
ABC NIGHTLINE
6 September 1983

KOPPEL: Good evening. I'm Ted Koppel and this is Nightline. Gennadi\Gerasimov is a
Soviet political analyst and political commentator for the Soviet News Agency Novosti.
He is with us tonight live from Moscow. Ambassador\Jeane\Kirkpatriek is the United
States representative at the United Nations. She is with us tonight live from New
York. Our topic: tocay's acknowledgment by the Soviet Union that it did indeed, in
the Soviets' words, 'terminate' Korean Air Lines Flight 007.

ROPPEL: The Soviets have finally admitted in very circumspect language that their
military did indeed shoot down that Rorean airliner. But why remains something of a
mystery. The Soviets charge that the plane was involved in some kind of U.S. )
espionage attempt. That may sound compelling in Moscow, but here in Washington, even
among officials of previous administrations with no love for Ronald Reagan, the charge
is dismissed as unconvincing. There is believed to be little or nothing that could be
learned through the use of that Rorean 747 that couldn't be more efficiently learned
through satellites, listening posts or military reconnaissance aireraft, which would
seew to suggest that the Soviets are guilty of incredible brutality, unbelievable
incompetence, or possibly both. Joining us live now to discuss those possibilities or
some others 1 may have overlooked are, from New York, Washington's ambassador to the
United Nations, Jeane Kirkpatrick, and from Moscow, Gennadi Gerasimov, analyst and
commentator for the Soviet news agency Novosti. Mr. Gerasimov, I would assume that
'you have some other explanation. Why was the plane shot down? GENNADI GERASIMOV
(Soviet Political Analyst): Well, the plane was shot down because it was in the
Soviet airspace anc the pilot didn't know it was, it was a civilian air, airliner.

ROPPEL: Does it surprise you to learn that there have been some Soviet aireraft in
American airspace and they have not been shot down for the simple reason that most
civilized nations do not do that, especially when dealing with & civilian airecraft?
GERASIMOV: Well, I don't about the cases that the Soviet zirlines were, uh, were,
un=, un-, unidentified and, uh, were stoppec¢ in American airspace. I don't know about
this accident. The problem with it with this particular accident is that the, the
Soviet pilot didn't recognize that it was & civilian plane. And it was, uh, over, as
they say in the, uh, the statement of the Soviet government which was announced
yesterday, the plane was over, and now I gquote from, uh, Przvda newspaper, vh, 'the
mest izportant base of strategic forces of the Soviet Union.'

ROPPZL: Mr. Gerasimov... GERASIMOV: Maybe this is the explanation.

ROPPEL: Uh, I'm no pilot and obviously no expert on the silhouettes of aircraft, but
I suspect that... GERASIMOV: Well, the Soviet Union...

ROPPEL: I suspect that even you would know the difference between a 747, vh, and, uh,
& reconnaissance aircraft. They don't look anything like each other, at least not by

virual sightings. GERASIMOV: I don't know how the, how the reconnaissance, uh,
RC-135...

KOPPEL: ...135. It looks very much like a Boeing 707. GERASIMOV: I don't know how

it looks like. Un, I do know how Boeing 747 looks like. 1 was flying on it. But,

CONIINUED
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uh, as they say, our military people, uh, say, uh, that, uh, the radar signature, as

they call it, is the same,
ROPPEL: Yes. That, that... GERASIMOV: So on radar screen it was the sa‘é.

KOPPEL: On the radar screens I think you're probably correct, because I've heard the
same thing from American specialists., But your pilots, the pilots of the SU-15s, the
pilots of the HiG 23s, they, uh, had this plane in visual sighting. :
uh., I believe ] heard the pilot say in the tapes that we've heard,
eavey on & fairly bright, moonlit night. One would assume that a profess; 111
pilot could tell the cifference. GIRASIMOV: Well, the, the planz wasszzgztinzli:;;ry
st:angely! and, uk, yesterday on, uh, Soviet TV I asked, uh, your pPresident, uh, uh
s%x guestions, and one of them was why the behavior of the plane was so strnnge: IE
didn't answer, uh, radio, radio. It didn't follow the, uh, the maneuvers of Soviet
?laaes. So it was behaving as if it was, uh, something very strange, a spy plane, and
it was over very sensitive area. All this is very unfortunate, by the way. Uh ;he
whole thzgg that ha?pened. But, uh, uvh, to begin with, which number one was, wéy it
could deviate, uh, into Soviet airspace. It's the most modern Plane civil avizstion
anc¢, uh, many pilots who use this plane, they say it is technically next to impossiéle
t?, tc lose your way, so to say, there on this particular plane. so, uh, the Soviet
s:de msybe was thinking that it was &, an intentional flight over Soviet territory.

They were only,
only two kilometers

ROPPEL: EIven iI it were, Nr. Gerasimov, and in s moment, uh, I, I assume first of all
that when you say that you asked the questions of President Reagan, these are more or
less rhetorical questions which vou would like to have answered by the U.S.

government. In 2 moment I'll pose .z couple of those cuestions, if you like, to
imtassacor Rirkpatrick., But let me just 2sk you one finz) guestiom, uh ’
be coming back to you later in the broadesst, but for the woment, ome final Question.
Let vs assume, anc I don't think there's any argument, that the 747 was indeed over
Sovie? ?e;;itcry way beyond your border. Nevertheless it was 2 civilian aireraft with
2§9 civilian passengers. One would assume that your military would take some care in
¢istinguishing between that kind of an aircraft and military recommaissance Plane.
Simply because it's over Soviel airspace doesn't, one would think, Eive the Soviet
pnion the right to shoot the plane down. GERASIMOV: Well, the Sovie: government
issvec severzl statements, uh, 2 series of them, and, uh, from the very beginning to
the l;st sletement, uh, it s that, that they didn't identify the Plane &t the moment
of Ihis unlferiunzle accident. They cidn't identify it 25 2 civilian planme. 4nc the
ngigz governmenl expressed i{wice, expressec iis regret znc deep sorrow for the Joss
of life.

s and we will

ROPPEL: Actually, the Soviet government has issued a2 number of statements over the
l§st few cays, some of which seem to contradict the ezrlier statements. Today, only
five czys aiter the plane was shot down, for the first time your government decided
that :indeed it cid shoot down the plame. Why dic they take so long to find that out®
GEZRASI¥OV: Well, if you read our statements before that, uh, it was tacitly there )
that, for instance...

ROPPEL: Well, it said the plane disappeaced. GERASINOV: Un, disappeared...

KOPPEL: ...a
%

though it, as though it were an act of God. GERASIMOV: The Soviet
gevernoent ex

s
pressed its regret for the loss of life. Butl yeu see, wmaybe it was
kiné of... First of zll, maybe they were gathering information. Andg second, maybe 1t
~as & kind of waiting for the American side to say something. 4né for instance, your

CONIINUER
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side was silent about your spy plane being in the area for several days. So you s'ee
maybe we're waiting for something else to develop. ’

KOPPEL: Why, uh, Mr. Gerasimov, since the, uh, American reconnaissance plane was
flying in international airspace, why was it necessary to wait for the American
government to acknowledge that? GERASIMOV: Well, uh, that I don't know the answer to
that question. Maybe, you see, we knew from the very beginning that there were two
planes in the air. And, uh, the observation wsas established, uh, to both planes, so
to say. EIxcuse my English. Uh, but we didn't say it in the beginning, so we kept
this particular piece of informztion until the American side admitted. So maybe this
explains why we were 3 little bit late with the latest statement.

ROPPEL: Uh, you were talking about your government having tacitly admitted that it
shot down the plane. The fact that it has expressec regrets, is that like a tacit
=pology? GIRASINOV: It's not an apology. See, it's, uh, for us, the whole
unfortunate episode is, ub, looks completely different. Uh, mwy government sees in
this very big provocation because, as maybe I will have time inm this to enumerate six
points cf mine, uh, because of these six points we think that it was an intentional
flight cver Soviet territory by a civilian plane which was also a SPY Plane. 4and the
purpose of it was, first, if it succeeds, to see if ii's possible to use civilian
planes for spy purposes, and second, if it fajls, a5 it really did, then to raise hell
and to use it for undermining the intermational situstion, to umse it for, to use it to
Prove again that your government, your admimistration is right, uh, in its cause of
peace through threats and its harsh attitude toward the Soviet Union, uh, with these
barbarians, a&s vYour president put it. So to use it for politieal purposes, uh, to
uncdercine the international situation.

ROPPZL: All right, Mr. Gerasimov, that's just one of many interesting points that we

will indeec have a chance to cdiscuss a liftle bit further. In & moment we'll turn to

the Unitec Nations Security Council where tocday Ambassador Rirkpatrick charged the
Soviets with calculated actions that shocked the worlé, and where today the United
tales playec lape recordings of the Soviet pilots during the £inzl moments of Korean
Aif Lines Flight 007. Anc we'll talk with Asbassador Rirkpatrick. (Partizl playing
of the tazpes referred to above) :

e —ar. e

ROPPEZL: Azbassador Jeane Rirkpatrick is with us in New York. It was she who today
spezrrnezcec the U.S. cdiplomatic assault on the Soviet attack on that Rorea= airliner.

t

NI

€ in @ sozent we'll be tzlking to Mrs. Rirkpatrick live. Who Provored whom in the
cestruciicn of the Rorean zirliner went before the Security Coumcil of the United
Natiens todey. U.S. smbassador Rirkpatrick playec z recording, illustrated with video
izpe, o the Soviet Iighter pilot's communication with his ground control before he
fired the missile that terminated Flight 007. It was, as Harilyn Berger reports,

reminiscent of & similar episode nesrly 2] years ago when Ambasssdor Adlai Stephenson
confronted the Russians with U.S. evidence and demanded an explanation.

(Videotzpe of Adiai Stephenson addressing the Security Council) ADLAY STEPEENSON
(U.S., Azbassador to UN): Al)l right, sir, let me zsk you one siumple qQuestion.
=bagszcor Zorin, deny that the USSR has placed znd is placing medium~ and
intermecizte-range missiles and sites in Cuba? Yes or no. Don't wait for the
renslatiocn, yes or no? VALIRIAN ZORIN (USSR Ambzssador to UN) (through translator):
'm net in an Adperican courtroom, sir; and therefore ] do not wish to answer 3
cuestion that is put to me in the fashien in which prosecutor does. In due course,
sir, you will have vour reply. STEPHEENSON: I'm prepared to wait for my answer until

hell freezes over if that's vour decision.
”
! CONTINUED

Do you,

bt
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BERGER: Todasy in one of the most .dramatic meetings held in the Security Counfil since

that exchange 21 years ago, U.S. Ambassador Jeanme Kirk atrick, unlii 1
Adlai Stephenson chose not to wait until hell freezes zver for an a;:wizrfzz;O:;:ssor
S?viet Union, this time about the ill-fated Korean airliner. She provided & videota
with the answers. JEANE KIRKPATRICK (U.S. Ambassador to UN): On this tape you willpe
hear the voices of pilots of Soviet interceptors which included three SU-15 *Flagon
and one MiG-23 *Flogger, including the SU-15 pilot who pulled the trigger which sons
releasec the missile which destroyed the Korean Air Lines Flight 007. (The words of
t§e Seviet pilot are heard in Russian and zre being translated into English. Screen
d%splags the transmission both in English and in Russian) PILOT: The target's str;b
light :s blinking. I see it visually and on radar. The target isn't responding to ©
IFF. The A.N.0. (Air Navigation Lights) are burning. The strobe light is fldsﬁin
?‘ve alreagy approachec the target to z distance of about two kilometers. The targ;t
;s de:rea;Tng.sp;edi I'm ?{opping back, now I will try & rocket. I'm tlosing on the
argetl. D in lock-on. ve executed the launch. 7h is d '
brecning Off attack. the larget i1s destroyed. 1I'n

BERGER: Those voices demonstrated that the Rorean plane's lights were flashin when
?he Russians said its lights were off, that it was staying o» course and decveisin
ils speec when the Russians insist it was trying to aveid pursuit, ang contr;dicteg a
S?viet zllegation that the Russian pilots could not see the Plane because of poor
visibility. Tnis morning, Soviet ambassador Oleg Troyanovsky was still repeating the
p§rty.line. But it was yesterday's party line, already being contradicted in Hogcow
practically at the moment he spoke. At first he refusec to acknowledge that Russian
fighters had.shot down s Korean airliner. Then, in the afternoon, when he got word
that Yoscovw had admitted downing the plane, Troyanovsky haé an excuse Prepared OLEG
TROVANOVSRY (USSR Ambzssador to UN) (through translster): The Soviet pilots ;n
s?oppin; the actions of the intruder plane, could not know that it was a :ivglian
aireraft. It was flying without navigation lights in the height of night in
conditions of bad visibilitly and was not answering the signals.

BERGER: Then Rorean ambassador Kip accused the Soviet Union of inventing lies, sayin
that ne cne could confuse the Rorean 747 for an American reconnzissance Jet AHB YR
MYUNCG WOXN KI¥ (South Rorean Rep. to UN): Unless the Soviet: fighter pilot u£ )
exclusively recruited only from those with seriously defective eyesight.’iti;
izpossitle to imagine that they couid have misiaken one plane for the other.

BERCGZF: In & etouncil that has resoundec fer vears with anti-American rhetoric the
-. - - . . . .‘ . ~-' .. - . - - - - < '
weres hac sucdcenly changec. NMarilyn Berger for Nightline zt the Unitec Rations

ROPPEL: Joining us live now from New York, Ambassador Jeane Rirkpatrick., Mrs.
R%rkpatrick, do you have any ides yel, five days after the fact, why that KRorean
airliner was so far off course? JEANE KIRKPATRICK (U.S. Ambassador to UN): No, we
don't. The fact is, there are really only two possibilities. We know that it h;d
three cozputerized navigationzl devices and either there was & human error in i
progreczing those computers or else there was s mechaniczl failure. But we really
donjt know a2nd I don't suppose we ever will kmow. One of the many prodblems about the
Soviel behavior is that they're not permitting either us or the Japanese or the
Ro:ea;s or anybody to assist in the search mission to try to retrieve any of the kinds
cf evicence that might give us some answers to that. You know, even tocay the Soviets
have n=ever shared the black box which wcuid have helped explain the 1978 Rorean Air

Line cdisaster.
LONTINUED
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KOPPZl: Whst you're referring to is back in '78 when they shot down another Korean...
RIRKPATRICK: Right.

.
- o

ROPPEL: ...airliner. That, that one crashed on the

ice a2nd only two peoplh'g were
killed. KIRKPATRICK: Exactly.

ROPPEL: Llet, let me ask you, because if there is any aspect to this story about whieh
the 4mericsn zudience might be gueasy with regard to its own government's activity, it
it the delzy in admitting that there was an RC-135 American reconnaissance plane in
the zrez. Why did it tzke so long for the administration to ad:it that? KIRKPATRICK:
Actuzlly there wasn't an American aerial reconnzissznce in the arez...

KOPPEZL: Not when it was shot down. But it was in the ares before that. RIRKPATRICK:
Right. Well, it depends on what you mean by 'in the arez,' because as I made clear
tocasy and 2s the president made clear, when the Korean airliner was shot down, the
Rorezn zirliner was shot down over Soviet airspace. The U.S. serizl Teconnaissance
was never near Soviet... Well, it was never in Soviet zirspace ©r, ©Or even brushed the
ecges of it, really. When the KRorezn airliner wzs shot down the American aseriz}
reocnnzissance plane had zlready landed an hour earlier, 1,500 miles awsy. Seo, I
con't know, vou know, I just don't think you call that 'in the ares,' ip f£act.

ROPPEL: No, not anymore. But we know, because vou anc others in the administration
have told us, that that reconnasissance plane was, in point of fact, in the same
vicinity a2s the Korear 747 during the two and 2 half hours. at some point during that
two-and-z-hazli-hour period, uk, during whiech the Soviets were in fact tracking the
plane. KIRRPATRICK: Well, at the beginning, actuzlly, of the two-ané-a=half-hour
perioc when, befcre they were over Soviet eéirspace 2t zll. 4ncd the Soviets knew that
ihere were two planes. We just hearc that froz the other guest on your show. The
Scviets knew perfectly well that there were two planes there, so there never was
rezlly zny tonfusion about whether there wasg 2, you know, whether there were two
tlanes, or... HWe never were in the ares that they were pursuing or shooting down
anybody. It's, uh, it literally wasn't relevant.

ROPPZi: I am tolc by, by, by specizlists in the fielc that somelimes large commercial
zircrzft like that 747 are, in effect, usec¢ for shielCing 2 reccznzissance plane from
enety radas lracking, that they're for, for meshing, in effect. Ie that true?
RIRRFATRICR: Well, I don't kmow, I'm nel an expert in thet fielg. 1 vou say
semelizes, I'm sure thet's not the czse hece beczuse the horean 2irliner was om =
cocurse which is an abse-... shoulc... The route that it was fiying znd should've
stazvec on iz & route that is, uh, absolutely routine and flown by dozens of flignts,
iiteszlly .

KOPPEL: But of course it wasn't on that route. KIRRPATRICK: No, but it was in the
beginning, and it wzs in, a2t s point that it, for example, uh, tracked, wasg
inlersectec with the American aeriz) recomnazissance. The American zerial
reconnzissance plane was on, agzin, on & routine route which it tries to verify SALT,
uh, verfication, SALT treaty verification. Uh, a

nd 25 I understand it, in any case,
the Scviets know what our zeris) reconnzissance

light courses zce, just as we kmouw
what theire zre, anc so there just wouldn't've been any cuestion zt a1l of, uh

k ]
conivsion about thet. The Soviets understood thz there were

two planes there very
brielly in intermaticenal zirspace, Tney know whzt our routes are, they knew what the
T reoutes were. '

CONTINUED
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ROP?EL: All right. We've gotta tzke a break, Hadame Anbzssador. When we return
we'll resume our live ciscussion with Soviet political anal i3 i "

. : S nalyst Gennadi Geras
Hoscow and with UN Ambassador Jeame Kirkpatrick in New York. ey in
ROPPEL: Joining us once again live from Moscow, Genaddi Gerasimov, politiecal
commentator for the Soviet news agency Novosti. Mr. Gerasmiov, let me try again .
Yf:ur government. has concedec that it shot the plzne down. It has expressecd reg‘;ts
tr_:at :t hesppenecd. Is anyone prepared to acknowledge yet that = mistazke was made?
G:_RASI:%O\’: You see, the pilot was acting 2ccording to his instructions. So, I'z;; not
sure that anybody is prepared. Anc the cesponsitility, as we see, lies with somebocé
who sent this spy plane into our zirspsce. y

ROPPEL: Now, wvou're going to have to

expla'in that, if you would, in som
detz:il, because I don't knmow that any ’ oohaps o oater

evidence hat been presented a '
present the first of it tomight—-thst this wa: indeed s ipy plane.ye(tSE.;\i;:I‘:OET y:‘:lil
l con't have cirect evidence. I have Questions which were not answered, and Evo of ’
then were already touched upon by, by Mrs. Ambassador. And one is ther; is no answer
to the guestion why this plane, which is as ] have szi¢ tehnicaly superior ancd have
nzvigation systems, severzl of them, why this plane was, had this deviastion from the
usuzl course. The cuestion is not answered. The second cuesiion about the second
plane, 1 don't think the answer is satisfactory, because it, well, you may say it's a
routi:':e flight. But zt some point it was in the same 2res, and of course it could
complicate the picture for Soviet military asuthorities in the Tegion.

1. : . .
L: Well, let me just stop you for one moment, Mr. Gerasimov, because, ah, a3
- . ~ e - , ’ . v - TR - *
Aztzssador KRirkpatrick indicatecd = woment ago, we have & number of treaties between
cur (wo countries, anc in order to verify tha! ezch eide is adherizg to the terms of
those lrealies, each country is entitled ur at = 2 i ; s
ose tresiies, each 3 yc ptitl o;to pursue what zre called I believe national
means ¢ verification. GERASKIOV: Right.

ROPPEL: That refers to satellites. GERASIMOV: That's correct.

»

ROPPEL: It refers to reconnzissance azireraft. Sc, vou know very well thzt these
k;:nc's ¢ reconnzissance aircrzft zre in your zrez, and you &lso know the commerciszl
g:receit Ilying in the arez. It seems to be zn enosmous lezp ©f logic to be able to
go fr‘c: cne to ibe shooting down of ancther. GIRASIMOV: Well, I don't Eispurie that
ah, lhal t'ner.e‘a':e retionzl means ¢f varificeztion. But it't onme thing to use '
sete...les, wnico are permiiled, or maybe lo use planes £z cZZ Zrom the Soviet
airspace. AncC il's quite another thing tc use this periicular rezsom to senc the s
planes into the Soviel territory, which happens sometimes, you U-2 incident ancg i
others I don't think....

=
o
‘v
‘y
t
-

This was what 23 years age, 24 years ago? GEIRASIHOV: Still I remember.

KOPPZLl: It still rankles with the Soviet Union. I guess then :t's fzir to point out
that tl::is is the seconc time the Soviet Union has sho! down & commercizl airliner in
?nly :’avg vears. ls that 2n accident? GIRASIMOV: Well, but it's not an a:cident-
Qecause.;f was justl, there vere many, many circumstances pul together znd the Presence
of zn acc:t:}onal.spy rflane in the region was one of thex. ing, 2h, it was close to
the comzercial airlinmer. 4nd I don't think that it {e¢ & rule in civil aviatien to
escerl civil zirlines with military ones.

KCPPEL: 4mbassador Kirkpatrick? GERASIMOV: Anc this wezs the case. KIRRPATRICK:
It's just zppalling. It's like seaying that = plane that lands in Chicago an hour.in

CONTINUED
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scvance of one that lands in San Francisco could be, as it were, legitimately confused
with being, having been in the air at one point an hour and 2 hal

. f before over Omaha
cr something. GERASIMOV: I am not saying that, ah, there was s confusion ‘there.

RIRKPATRICK: 1It's, ah, you know, and furthermore I think the Soviets keep t:-yin....

ROPPZL: Mr. Gerasimov, if you'd be good enough to let the ambassador finish first,
then I'l] give you an opportunity to respond. KIRKPATRICK: You know I think that the
Soviets.... GERASIMOV: 1I'm not saying, well.... KIRKPATRICR: I think that the
Soviet Union is trying to call the Rorean zirlinmer 2 5Py plane. Anc we know it was
over Soviel tersitory. We know it strayec over Soviet territory. And by calling it a
$PY rlane zgain and again and again to leave an impression that they, you know, that

there's soome reasor to believe it was a spy plane, when therce's absolutely no reason

te believe that at all, anymore than any other commercial airliner. GERASIMOV: You
see, you, you must imagine the situstion and the duration. It was for two hours and a
hzli. And during this two hours and a half there were plenty of incidents of
complicstions, anc one of them was that your recomnzissance plane met somewhere in the
zrez or just immecdiztely before the Korean airliner entered the Soviet airspace, met
with your spy plane, who was detected by Soviet radar.
ROPPEL: You see, Kr. Gerasimov, that's.... GIRASIXOV: I'm not say that there was s
czse of mistaken identity. I'm saying that is just one of the complications which are
coming to the whole picture. The other complications.....

(@]
v
‘v
"ot
t—

r ot R

Now,. I guess one of the, one of the complications that that troubles me, Mr
mov, is if for example the Soviet SU-15 had shotf down the 747 2t the same time
t was in the region with the reconnaissance plane, one might, I suppose, by, by
turing logic just 2 little big, be atle to excuse the sect. But it didn't happen
il about amn hour and 2 half later when 'the plane had long since landed at another
base in Alaska. Now, how de you.... GERASIMOV: It didn't....

ro
2 4

[q]
Mot e MmN
r

re er QY 1
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9

invzlicdate my argument, which is that it was one of the complications which
came :into the piciure.

ROPPEIL: Kow do you use the one to justify the other. GERASIMOV: I know that. I
4 . |t

ROFPPZ 7ell ue zbout some ¢f the other complicetions. Mzybe, mzybe they'll be 2
litlle more compelling CZIRASINOV: Yes, the cther complicaztion, I mentioned the
Z:rsl cme, the plane straving of course. Now, the cther publiic, complicatios it that
lne pizne cidn'l answer, Cicdn't aznswer on the sadic or froz ‘he grounc anc f-ox the
Soviel pilels. Ke cidn't answer. BHe didn't fcllow the mzneuvesrs. So, he's, it's
behzvior coulc look very strange for & Soviet pilot. This, ah, so, the thirg
complication is that, as ] mentioned, the plane was over exiremely sensitive ares.

ROPPEL: All right, Mr. Gerasimov, if you'll forgive me, excuse me, we have to take s

brezk for just & moment. I'll be back with you and with Mrs. Rickpatriek in just a
ncment.

RCOPPEZ With us zgain now from our New York studiecs, the Unitec States Axzbzesdor to
the L.N. Jezne Kirkpatrick and in Mescow, Soviel pelitical analyst, Gennaci Gerasimov.
facez Anbassador, Mr. Gerzsimov rzised an interesting point s mement 2go. Wny do you
think {U was thet the Kerean plane €ic net answer Soviet inguiries, or whre there any
Seviel nquires? KIRKPATRICK: We don't know that there were any Soviet inouiries at
egll. We con have zny, nothing on the tzpe suggests that there were Soviet {nouiries
te the plane curing the 20 minutes, roughly, 50 minutes that it vas, before it was

LONIINUED
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cestreyec. We, we think that the Soviet plane don't have the standard international

emergency freguency.

KOPPEL: bBecause.... KIRKPATRICK: Which would have enabled them to contaci the

Korear airliner in fact,
KOPPEL:. Why is that? 1 mean, why do they not.... KIRRPATRICK: Well, we think the
reascn is ihal they fear that Soviet pilots might defect, might use that international
emergency Irequency to establish contact with other people and cefect. 1In any case

. 9

we c€on'l think they have it. GERASIMOV: May I mzke 3 point of order here?
RIRKPATRICK:  But we, just 2 minute please. We zlso, we have no evidence,
shows no seroius elfort at all to identify the Korean airliner or
r§ising no guestions about what kin¢ of 2 plane it is, and the Soviet interceptor
f;ghter; ;azsing no questions really about who it is. It simply shows thenm tracking
anc decicing to destroy anc destroying. And that mzybe is the most shocking thing of
2ll sbout the tape, is the lack of concers about who it was they were trying to blast
out of the sky.

the tape
show the ground

ROPPEZL: Go aheac, Mr. Garasimov. GERASIMOV: Well, first of all, I would like to
mention that though your president said in hie speech that Soviet
not ecuipped with this particular radic which works on this specis
to point peint five megahertz. They, actually they are eguipped, and it was mentioned
ir the stzlement made by the Soviet government. So, it's just the staztemen! of fact.
So, they had this particular facility, and they used it, I suppose.

fighter planes are
1 wave length, one

ROPPEL: Xr.... KIRRPATRICR: Well, actuzlly, they didn't, if I may S3y so. If, zn
beczute we €0 heve perfectily reliadie electronic lape recercdings of the ccnve:sa;ion;
from the Soviet pilots, anc they 6ic¢ not make such inguiries.
A

: )
ROPPEZL: 1I'1l tell you what, let me, let me put the cuestion in another way, Mr.
Gerzsizmev.” I would assume thst the Soviet government has access to tape recorders
also a§d Presunably they would have tapes of those conversations. It would be very
iramztlic if the Soviet government producec those tapes. Do you think they have them?
GERéSZMOV: 3 I cen't really know. I simply don't kmow. But you see, we had thi;

oen, so to sey, for two hours anc 2 -hzlf. 4nc with modern

1T was pre;ty ezsy for somebody scmewhere in Washington or Jokyo to
erhcne receiver anc to call Mescow and to explain the whole
e hotline was nol use€ in this particular czse to stop this

.ot

thing anc
iragecy.

L You think this is an appropriate use for the hotline? I mean, first of all,
ol sure thail lhe tzpes hac made their way all the way back to the, to the
ion=meking pecple in Washington before the plane was shot down. But I suppose

te the peint, Mr. Gerasimov, is that nc one in Vashington would have thought that
gcvernment was going to shoot the plane down. You think that might be 2 reason .
r net cailing them? GZRASIMOV: 4Ah, you see, if the information was there that the
ane was cver the Soviet territory, I guess it's 2 valid rezson to use any
cemzunication link zvailable.

-
P

c
3

-
c

ROPPEZL:

-
m
(4

me atk the gquestion.... GERASIMOV: Do you see, znd it....

KOrPZLl:

t-

el me z2ck the guestion very bluntly, Mr. Gerazsimev, zh. GZRASINMOV: Yes.

>
"y

Now that yecu know that it was indeed

or 2
&t 269 civilizns died, co you think it was app

T -
e

civilian aireraft, now that vou know
Toprisle (o shool it down? GZRASIMOV:

LCONTINUED
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02 course net. 1 would say it in this way, that if the Soviet pilot knew for sure it
was nol & spy rlane, it was 3 civilian plane, he had¢ to try again to, to land it and
but then, I saw the plane was behaving very strangely maneuvering ancd didn't want to
follow the orders. And that's why he assumed that it was a sSpy plane.’ Alsﬁ, I would
like to add that there is information now which was not there but which is now
availadle after this accident, that the commercial zirlines are routinely used for
gethering :informaztion. 4nc in the beginning of the program it was ment;

1 _ oned b
that we have satellites, so why worry about planes. v yew

ROPFZl: Wwell, we have sztellites znc reconnzissance zircraft. EZRASIMOV: Yes.

KOPPEZL: So, why worry about & commercial zircraft. GERASIMOV: I'm not, I aw not a
specizlist in the field, but I've read in your newspepers and in our newspapers that
even th9ugh you have very good satellites, planes are even better for some details of
reconnaissance business. Anc they are usec, commerciz) airlines, over friendly
couniries to the United States, they are supplied with certain, ah, certain equipment,

SPY equipment near & military base somewhere. I guess it's...(inaudible). I don't
know.

ROPPZL: Mrs. Rirkpatrick, it, it seems like & direct charge, You want to respond to
it? KIRKPATRICR: No, of course. I mean, absolutely not. The United States would
net, would not even consider, would not even consider using commercial airliners that
carry passengers for zny kind of intelligence gather of recennaissance inforzation.
That's just an outrageous, absolute Zabrication, which again is just designed to
justify w?at was & perfectly brutal decision on the part of the Soviet Union to shoot
cown an z:irplane, which either it knew was 3 commerciz) zirliner tarsying 269
passengers or it cidn't koow and it simply didn't care whozm it shot dowm. You know
there are some agreed upon internationzl standards about what couniries should do i;
cese they find ar azirliner that's strayed over their terzitory. They should try to
identify it: They should take every measure., If they think it's serious, then they
shoulc try to escort it out of their territory or force it to land, in an extreme
case. The Soviets simply cic none of those things. -They just, you know,

cas _ . ] A ) they
fcilowec & pelicy of shoot now, identify later.

L: M-, Gerasipov? GERASIMOV: Well, I, I think one of the cu

€ ec when we ciscuss this unfertunatle episode ie who j“c§i

z certzanly not the Soviets are. RIRKPATRICK: No one proii

snc I mean this :

es, in which & gr

: But to where !
1

£ 18 & v

¢ unzdulierazliec trzgedy in whick 269 peorie
: T

P
1 many £

H = es zre berezvec. No one profits at =211.
es the re
€

ponsibility for this, Mecam Ambassador? And

RIRRPATRICK: Tesponsibility lies with whomever shot down the plane. I
et's quite clear. GCEIRASIMOV: Maybde responsibility lies with those who sent
the Soviel 2irspsce over very sensitive territory.

v
-
=
s

&
-

T8

- &

: Yr. Gerasimov, we're gennz have to take s brezk agzin, but before we do, I
sk you, vou keep repezling the same rather ¥incidious suggestion that that was
: An¢ I've zskec ycu now on 2 couple of occas

)

D9 I o

1 IR
U

<™
L, J
M ot s

n

: casions, let me ask you one more
evicence cother than just the, ah, ] suppose the somewhat soothing effect
£ to you anc tc your collezgues te make the cherge, whzt evidence do vou
support that charge? CEIRASIMOV: Well', I've :zir <

rel cuestions.

[, ]
s,
ol

T Mmoo

Wt n
e

7
o ®m

lresdy szid, ssid so, answered
L: Yeu've zsked 2 answered of guestions, but you've providec no evidence, and
sking you :f there is zny evicente, zny concrele evidence to suggest that that

CONTINUED
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ne was being used for espionage? GERASIMOV: There zre certain unanswered
t £ no

:ens.  There s no very hard evidence,

ROPPEL: All right. Fine. Why don't we stop on that

. point for the moment, then? And
we'll continue our discussion in s moment.

ROPPEZL: (Nightline joined in progress)...how long will it be, what has to happen
Selore that czn be in 2, in & somewhat pleasanter (sic) almosphere? KIRKPATRICK:
kell. I. wvou know, I don't know. I can tell you that I've talked te =

. o™ 2 number of, of
technicel expertis, military and civilian and others, federal aviation
3

ci s 2nc so forth, 2bout what needs to be Gone in order to ITy to make sure that
no such Iragic occurrence happens agzin. That's our gcal. Our goal above all is to
try to make certzin that no, that this never happens again. There's general view

among our technical expests that we don't really neec new regulations, so Duch as we
neec :implementztior of the regulations that exist. There is an international board,
which makes both rules and recommendations. And apparently most nations abide by
those rules and recommendations and the Soviets don't. Anc the, the first and
feremest goal would have to try to be to persuade the Soviets to live by civilized
rules ci behavior. 4nc we need, we need to get them to change the notion tha
en airliner is lost or strays intc Soviet territory it oughta be shot down or
their sovereign right to shoot it down is really shocking. There's no mation
werlé that, ah, believes that.

t{ because
it's
in the

ROPPEL: Llet us assume for : moment, Macap Ambassdor, that Mr. Gerasimov in Moscow is
an accurate barometer, that he reflects the Soviet government. KIRKPATRICK: Uh huh.

ng the conclusion that
on't. 4nd I also noted
et government finzlly dig

ev

-
b

: Do you decive from znything he has szic this

anything is likely to change? KIRKPATRICR: i'm &i-a;

: disappciniment anc cdismay today that when the Sovi
they hac shot down the airliner, anc that wae five €svs later, they also

1t was appropriate and it wag carrying out an order anc that it was

new law which had just been put on the Soviet books in the last vear,
to affirp their right to shoot down eny creazture or vehicle that.strays

irspace. That's very Ciscourzging fer the rest of vs, I think.
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woul€ you like to amend tha
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business of shooling planes cown. ang I
tzken when she mentiocned thar it is just s
©or espionage purposes. First of 2ll, the
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ce
c ies say H Anc 1 have no reason to
them. 4inc secend, I read about it in American
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press, for instance, San
Ixaminer. 4nc in this particular article, an officizl from Pentagen was
wno szic somelhing like this, that it's cangercus businests because innotent
involvecd.

nl BN s N 7, SR 4 |
Sy ™ o

‘v 0
® C
— 4
o
™
Mo
*
m

than these thst

¢ Well, I zmust szy I'm, I'm moved by vour zdcéitien to the accuracy of the
fmETritan press But 1 zssure you thet there z-e more articles in the imerica=m precs
hese ceys th re concexmning the Soviet Union for what hzs happened
c ol

t e €
RASIMOV: I cam imasgine that.
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IL: And I, I.... GERASIMOV: But I would l:ike to make this point, maybe, while

aching the enc of the program, anc I would like to make this point. Let'
ne, was it possible, this particular sccident, was it possitle, if=-that'
:f--we had good relations ancd we frusted each other, so, I think
sdirline, with its unfortunate number, 007, was shot down, it wag bdecs
victim ¢f the Colc War. 1f we had good relations, if we trusted easch
course, this couldn't rezlly happen.

S a very
this particular

use it was a
other, of

vl mayde.... GERASIMOV: The underlying course, the underlying course of
-¢ thing is the internzticnzl tension anc the unforturate side, very

te sicde-elfect of this particular tetastrophe 1g thet it is being used to
e this inle-nationzl tension even further, whieh is no gooc.

ROPPEL: It mey be of some small comfort to you, Hr. Gerasimov, when I tell you.that
indeed Soviet zircrzft and other aireraft froz the Compmunist bloc hsve strayed over
the Unitec States during this period of grest tension, as you describe it. And they
Lave not been shot down. It is only your government that hzs chosen to respond that
wey. bdut let me turn to the cuestion... GERASIMOV: They didn't identify
RIRRPATRICK: They've zlso been shot down, they've also strayved over Japanese a2irspace
anc never been shot down 2nd many other nztioneg' airspace and never been shot down.,
GERASIMOV: They're identified as such, as civilian airline.

, o, we're tzlking also about m:il tary airerzft. Some of your
ft have actually flown into U.S. azirspace. That, too, has appezred in
ss. I'm surprisec you haven't read it. And they were not shot down.
3 v escorted out of the area, anc indeed, some 6f the tommercial

liners. they were cenie¢ certain rights for 1 believe, Madax Axbsssador, 60 days,
wasn't It? KIRKPATRICK: That's right.

ROPPIL: Now, let me, let me ask you, Mr. Gerasimov, the question that I adcressec to
kpatrick z moment ago. Where 6o you think, given the way things stang right
now anc g:iven the zpparent reluctance cf the Soviet Union to apologize, where do you
think U.S.-Soviel relaticns are headec? GIRASINOV: Well, thev zre zt a very low
: .nceec. 4nc 25 general secretzry of the Unitec Nations szid
or was in Portugzl two or thee caye ago. he sz:ic some
hi : accident shoulc not be used to zggrave
'ery bac. and I think 't & very gooc
ng. DBeczuse. you see, I we a2re going on =
of & big nucleas confrontzlien, where thece wi
¢ thing is internmzticmal t
we... RIRRPATRICR: The uncerlying cause of the whole thing was the
ng viclence end then lying sbout it. GERASIMOV: So, let, you are,
he
t

Tecently. He's not
hing zlong these
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v vou are
tlec itc veur opinicn. Butl my opimion is ti uncerlying cause is Soviet-American
: we Sust (ry somehow te go Beck to the years cetente when we tan trust

c
ner more. Anc then these atcidents will never happen.

t me just--vou're
fiew locse ence,
eiv

we zre moving towasd the enc of this
- "
inhetl orcder cenfirmed by

KWho gzve the order, was it the
:n Moscow? GEIRASIMOV: Sorry?

y military

ROPPIL: Wnc geve the order tc shoot cown the T : 1
: I ¢ing, sccording, sccorcing to

.
iccel., 2 regionel ccmmander? CIRASIMOV: ace

, &
ur inferoaliocn, locel asuthorities.
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ROPPZILl: Without referring it back to Moscow this, this decision was made? . GERASIMOV:
It it acl meniionec in the statement, as afar as 1 know. I wasn't there on the scene,
but in the statement of the -Sovie{ government, it mentioned that the local authorities
deciced zfter, after Zailing to get into contact with this plane.

L Let me turn to you in your capacity as an analyst and s commentator. From
vou know ¢ the Soviet heirarchy and the military structure, do you think it is
v that this would hzve been done by z local commander at the local level? (7
don'l yveu think this would have been bumped up to & somewhat higher command?
GERASIMOV: I don't rezlly kanow. But I can imagine it was dome on a local basis. It
was & tonight,(sic) and, and I don't know really. I think it's quite possible.

ROPPZL: There has been 5 demand made by President Reagan, 2s you know, for
cozpensation to be paicd to the victims. You think that'll ever happen? GERASIMOV:
Welli, I'm not & legal expert, and, ah.... . ’

ROPPEL: 7To the families of the victims, I should say. GERASIMOV: The position of DYy
rn is that the responsibility lies with those for sending this plane into the
sirspace. ] don't know how the government will decide this legal aspect of the

PEl: Mrs. Rirkpatrick, 2 closing comment from you, please. KIRRPATRICR: I think
s very sacC thzi the Soviel government even now can't admit the possibility that an
irline strayec into their terrzto'y and got, as it were, lost there. They ;;an t
now where they were., There's a classical response to that and that's to help out.
ou Pno; the ship at seas that's off course or the airliner that sirays. And there's s
: 7eo response to it. Anc there's g civilizec response, even :if you're

ious. AncC we very deeply regret that the Soviet Union has, even when it ¢id not
vilizec response, il had & very brutzl, barbarous response. Anc even after

heving hac the time to think it over, thinks it did the right thing in cooly murdering
these 269 people.
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